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not gallop through the streets, and 
shoot and yell. They had a specie of 
moral discipline which developed moral 
courage. They did right because it was 
right.’’ 

To be a Ranger is to stand in long 
shadow cast by some of our Nation’s 
most famous lawmen. The tradition of 
the Rangers is one of intelligence, 
duty, honor, toughness, and self-reli-
ance. I can think of few better images 
of the modern Texas Ranger than Cap-
tain Caver. 

I am pleased to call this great law-
man a friend, to salute him, and to 
thank him for his service to the people 
of Texas. His leadership and experience 
will be irreplaceable to the Rangers 
and he will be sorely missed by all west 
Texans, whether they knew him or not. 

It is my honor to represent Captain 
Caver here in Washington. I wish him 
well as he finds and explores the new 
challenges in his life. 
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SALUTING NATIONAL BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to salute the Na-
tional Bar Association that will hold 
its 83rd national convention in Hous-
ton, Texas. Many of its activities will 
be in the 18th Congressional District. 
The National Bar Association was for-
mulated when its membership or its 
members were rejected in their at-
tempt to be members of the American 
Bar Association. 

Out of that creation came the oppor-
tunity to be at the cutting edge of civil 
rights legislation and litigation. 

I want to salute the Houston Lawyers 
Association, salute the past presidents, 
the president and board of directors, 
and particularly I want to salute the 
National Bar Association for its enor-
mous history of civil rights fighting, 
fighting for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. 

Lawyers of the National Bar Associa-
tion are patent lawyers, prosecutors, 
defense lawyers, and most of all, the 
holders and protectors of the Constitu-
tion. They have fought the cases in de-
segregating schools. They have pro-
vided opportunities for those who have 
sought equal employment. Yes, Mr. 
Speaker, they are in fact the con-
science holders of the legal bar because 
the National Bar Association continues 
to stand for justice and equality and 
opportunity. 

I am so proud that they are coming 
to Houston, Texas, to celebrate the 
83rd annual convention, an organiza-
tion of lawyers that have put forward 
the cause of justice. I salute them and 
congratulate them. 

f 
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HIGH ENERGY PRICES 
(Mr. SALI asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, today the 
low-income families and other dis-
advantaged Americans are dispropor-
tionately affected by high energy 
prices. 

Just to be clear, this is about low in-
come. It’s about the poor. It’s about 
veterans, seniors and children. We have 
reached a point where our poorer citi-
zens are spending greater and greater 
percentages of their limited income on 
energy. 

With the average cost of fuel more 
than $4.05 per gallon, some now have to 
determine whether they can get to 
work or even buy food. This price tag 
and the fact that this body hasn’t done 
anything about it are wreaking havoc 
on the daily lives of Idahoans and 
Americans across the Nation. 

Just last week I talked to a woman 
from Idaho whose husband is disabled 
and not eligible to receive disability 
benefits. She is the sole source of in-
come for her family. She was worried 
about just being able to afford to get to 
work. 

It’s time for partisanship to be put 
aside. It’s time for Congress to act, and 
it’s time to increase American produc-
tion of crude oil and natural gas. 

f 

HONORING FIRE CHIEF FRANK 
WICHLACZ 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, it has been 
said that when a man becomes a fire-
man, his greatest act of bravery has 
been accomplished. What he does after 
that is all in the line of work. 

Well, yesterday in my district in 
northeast Wisconsin, the Pulaski com-
munity began to mourn the tragic 
death of Fire Chief Frank Wichlacz, a 
volunteer firefighter who died in a 
freak accident on Wednesday. The 76 
year-old Chief Wichlacz gave 50 years 
of service to the department, which 
serves parts of Brown, Oconto, and 
Shawano counties. The last 20 years he 
served as chief. 

In 2007, Chief Wichlacz was honored 
as an Everyday Hero by the Green Bay 
Press-Gazette newspaper for his long 
years of service to his community. You 
know Winston Churchill said, ‘‘You 
make a living by what you get, but you 
make a life by what you give.’’ Frank 
Wichlacz lived those words. 

His service, not only as a volunteer 
firefighter, but as a fire chief, made the 
Pulaski community a safer and better 
place to live. On behalf of the people of 
the Eighth District in northeast Wis-
consin, allow me to express my deepest 
sympathy to his family and friends and 
to all in the Pulaski community. 

May God bless Chief Wichlacz. 
f 

NEW HAMPSHIRE STORM 
(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 
today a terrible storm hit across the 
State of New Hampshire. There has 
been death and destruction in five 
counties, and we have declared a state 
of emergency there. I am asking for the 
prayers of this country for the people 
of New Hampshire. They’re a strong 
lot. For ages they have helped one an-
other build their homes, their barns, 
their stone walls, their businesses. I 
know that they will find the resources 
once again to help each other through 
this calamity. 

I ask the people of the country and 
the Congress to keep their thoughts 
and prayers on the people of New 
Hampshire tonight. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

OUR ROLE AS THE WORLD’S 
INDISPENSABLE NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
I rise to continue my series of discus-
sions about the future of American 
grand strategy. Last week I suggested 
that we strive to remain and even bol-
ster our role as the world’s indispen-
sable nation, and that should guide our 
thinking as we consider the impera-
tives that define our national interest. 

Indispensable nation is a term with 
significant potential for misunder-
standing, particularly in this time 
when our global credibility has ebbed. 
We must be careful how we explain our 
intent. Most importantly, we must en-
sure that our actions meet our words. 

Just as a person cannot demand re-
spect, only earn it, so it is for nations 
too. So we should define indispensable 
to mean that we inspire by our stand-
ards, not coerce, with our demands. We 
should strive to be indispensable, not 
because our wrath is feared, but be-
cause our strength is valued. 

The point is, it’s a fine one but essen-
tial nonetheless that our role as the 
world’s indispensable nation cannot 
come by internal proclamation, but 
rather by external validation. 

The engines of our claim to leader-
ship in the future are the engines that 
made this country great in the first 
place, our robust economy that pro-
vides opportunity while connecting us 
with the rest of the world in productive 
partnerships and in our unceasing pur-
suit of what is right, fair and just, even 
when we fall short of those ideals. To 
the extent we veered off course in those 
areas, whether because of crippling en-
ergy dependence, unprecedented levels 
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